
Holy Rosary Catholic Primary Academy: GEOGRAPHY whole school overview                                                  Believe + Achieve + Aspire 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Year 1 Unit Our school and local area Living in the U.K. Weather in the U.K. 

Skills to be 
taught 

• Use basic geographical vocabulary to 
relate to key physical features (beach, 
cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, 
ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, 
season and weather). 

• Use basic geographical vocabulary to 
refer to key human features (e.g. city, 
town, village, factory, farm, house, 
office port, harbour and shop) 

• Explore teacher-led enquiries to ask 
and respond to simple closed questions 

• Investigate their surroundings in the 
school and its grounds 

• Use information books/ pictures as 
sources 

• Make observations about where things 
are (e.g. school or local area) 

• Use a simple picture map to move 
around the school 

• Use directional language (up, down, 
left, right, forwards, backwards) in 
relation to a map. 

• Use own basic symbols on a map 

• Use globes and infant atlases to locate 
the UK, identifying the 4 countries and 
label the capital cities.  

• Use basic geographical vocabulary to 
relate to key physical features (beach, 
cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, 
ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation). 

• Use basic geographical vocabulary to 
refer to key human features (e.g. city, 
town, village, factory, farm, house, 
office port, harbour and shop) 

• Explore teacher-led enquiries to ask 
and respond to simple closed questions 

• Use information books/ pictures as 
sources 

• Make observations about where things 
are (e.g. school or local area) 

• Use directional language (up, down, 
left, right, forwards, backwards) in 
relation to a map. 

• Use own basic symbols on a map 

• Use globes and infant atlases to locate 
the UK, identifying the 4 countries and 
label the capital cities.  

• Identify seasonal and daily weather 
patterns in the UK 

• Explore teacher-led enquiries to ask 
and respond to simple closed questions 

• Use basic geographical vocabulary to 
relate to key physical features (e.g. 
season and weather). 

• Use information books/ pictures as 
sources 

• Use directional language (up, down, 
left, right, forwards, backwards) in 
relation to a map. 

• Use own basic symbols on a map 
 

Cross-
curricular links 
(e.g. reading, 
writing, 
maths) 

Maths- position/ direction 
History- history of my life 
English- autobiographies/ biographies/ 
diaries 

English- non-fiction texts 
British Values/ P.S.H.E./ R.S.E. 

English- non-fiction texts 
Science- changing seasons 
Maths- measurement/ units of measure 

Year 2 Unit Exploring the globe (continents & oceans) Hot and cold climates (Antarctica & Deserts) Sri Lanka [Contrasting non-European small area] 

Skills to be 
taught 

• Name and locate the 7 continents of 
the world and the 5 oceans.  

• Children ask and answer simple 
geographical questions: Where is it? 
What is it like? 

• Identify the coldest places in the world 
(North and South pole) and hot areas 
of the world in relation to the Equator 
and poles. 

• Study 2 differing localities, one small 
area in the UK and one small area in a 
contrasting non-European country. 
Compare the human and physical 
geography.  



• Use non-fiction books, maps, atlases, 
photos and the Internet as sources of 
information 

• Distinguish land and sea on a globe 

• Use an infant atlas 

• Use simple compass directions (north, 
south, east & west) to describe the 
location of features and routes on a 
map 

• Begin to understand the need for a key 
on a map 

• Draw a simple map of a real or 
imaginary place 

• Use aerial photos and plans to 
recognise landmarks and 
human/physical features. 

• Use basic geographical vocabulary to 
relate to key physical features (beach, 
cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, 
ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, 
season and weather). 

• Use basic geographical vocabulary to 
refer to key human features (e.g. city, 
town, village, factory, farm, house, 
office port, harbour and shop) 

• Children ask and answer simple 
geographical questions: Where is it? 
What is it like? 

• Use non-fiction books, maps, atlases, 
photos and the Internet as sources of 
information 

• Make appropriate observations about 
why things happen  

• Make simple comparisons between 
features of different places. 

• Use non-fiction books, maps, atlases, 
photos and the Internet as sources of 
information 

• Use an infant atlas 

• Use simple compass directions (north, 
south, east & west) to describe the 
location of features and routes on a 
map 

• Begin to understand the need for a key 
on a map 

• Draw a simple map of a real or 
imaginary place 

• Use basic geographical vocabulary to 
relate to key physical features (beach, 
cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, 
ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, 
season and weather). 

• Use basic geographical vocabulary to 
refer to key human features (e.g. city, 
town, village, factory, farm, house, 
office port, harbour and shop) 

• Children ask and answer simple 
geographical questions: Where is it? 
What is it like? 

• Use non-fiction books, maps, atlases, 
photos and the Internet as sources of 
information 

• Make appropriate observations about 
why things happen  

• Make simple comparisons between 
features of different places. 

• Use non-fiction books, maps, atlases, 
photos and the Internet as sources of 
information 

• Distinguish land and sea on a globe 

• Use an infant atlas 

• Begin to understand the need for a key 
on a map 

• Draw a simple map of a real or 
imaginary place 

• Use aerial photos and plans to 
recognise landmarks and 
human/physical features. 

Cross-
curricular links 
(e.g. reading, 
writing, 
maths) 

English- non-fiction texts English- appropriate fiction texts; non-
fiction texts 

English- non-fiction texts 
DT- continental snacks 

Year 3 Unit Volcanoes and earthquakes Where in the world? (Developing map skills) Rainforests (The Amazon) 



Skills to be 
taught 

• Use maps, atlases, globes and digital 
mapping (e.g. Google Earth) to locate 
the countries of Europe (including 
Russia). 

• Know the position and significance of 
the Equator. Begin to understand the 
Tropics.  

• Produce own pictures and labelled 
diagrams.  

• Describe and understand key aspects 
of physical geography: 
Study volcanoes and earthquakes 
(explaining the processes) 

• Investigate places and themes at more 
than one scale. 

• Begin to collect and record evidence 
Analyse evidence and begin to draw 
conclusions (e.g. make comparisons 
between two locations using photos, 
temperatures in different locations) 

• Begin to identify features on aerial 
photographs  

• Locate places on a larger scale map 
(e.g. Europe) 

• Begin to identify points on maps 

• Try to make a simple scale drawing 

• Begin to use junior atlases 

• Use maps, atlases, globes and digital 
mapping (e.g. Google Earth) to locate 
the countries of Europe (including 
Russia). 

• Identify the different hemispheres on a 
map, labelling the different countries 
and continents.  

• Know the position and significance of 
the Equator. Begin to understand the 
Tropics.  

• Use 4-point compass to locate and give 
directions. 

• Understand the term ‘biome’. Locate 
different types of biomes (tundra, 
desert, grassland and rainforest).  

• Produce own pictures and labelled 
diagrams.  

• Investigate places and themes at more 
than one scale. 

• Begin to collect and record evidence 

• Analyse evidence and begin to draw 
conclusions (e.g. make comparisons 
between two locations using photos, 
temperatures in different locations) 

• Use 4-compass points 

• Use letter/number co-ordinates to 
locate features on a map. 

• Begin to identify features on aerial 
photographs  

• Locate places on a larger scale map 
(e.g. Europe) 

• Follow a route on a map with some 
accuracy 

• Begin to identify points on maps 

• Use a key and standard map symbols 

• Try to make a simple scale drawing 

• Begin to use junior atlases 

• Use maps, atlases, globes and digital 
mapping (e.g. Google Earth) to locate 
the countries of Europe (including 
Russia). 

• Identify the different hemispheres on a 
map, labelling the different countries 
and continents.  

• Know the position and significance of 
the Equator. Begin to understand the 
Tropics.  

• Use 4-point compass to locate and give 
directions. 

• Focus on the rainforests studying 
(climate, habitats, plant & animals 
types). 

• Describe and understand key aspects 
of human geography: 
Consider types of settlement and land 
use, economic activity (trade) and the 
distribution of natural resources 
(energy, food, minerals and water). 

• Produce own pictures and labelled 
diagrams.  

• Study life in the Amazon rainforest 
using a range of sources. Make 
comparisons to life in the UK.  

• Investigate places and themes at more 
than one scale. 

• Begin to collect and record evidence 

• Analyse evidence and begin to draw 
conclusions (e.g. make comparisons 
between two locations using photos, 
temperatures in different locations) 

• Use 4-compass points 

• Begin to identify features on aerial 
photographs  

• Locate places on a larger scale map 
(e.g. Europe) 



 • Begin to identify points on maps 

• Use a key and standard map symbols 

• Try to make a simple scale drawing 

• Begin to use junior atlases 
Cross-
curricular links 
(e.g. reading, 
writing, 
maths) 

English- non-fiction texts 
Computing- Internet research 

Maths- measurement 
Computing- Internet research 

English- non-fiction texts; description 
Computing- Internet research 

Year 4 Unit Climate zones UK settlements- villages, towns, cities  Europe- Key cities, landmarks and mapping skills 

Skills to be 
taught 

• Use and explain the term ‘climate 
zone’. 

• Identify the different climate zones 
using maps/ junior atlases. 

• Discuss and compare the climate zones 
of the UK and relate this to knowledge 
of the weather in the local area. 

• Ask and investigate questions about 
global warming. Discover the causes of 
global warming and implications, as 
well as possible solutions.  

• Understand the term ‘biome’. Locate 
different types of biomes (tundra, 
desert, grassland and rainforest). 

• Describe and understand key aspects 
of physical geography: 
Study climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, the water cycle. 

• Ask and respond to questions and offer 
their own ideas. 

• Investigate places and themes at more 
than one scale. 

• Collect and record evidence 

• Analyse evidence and draw conclusions 
(e.g. make comparisons between 
locations using photos, pictures, maps) 

• Identify features on aerial photos and 
extend to satellite images  

• Extend use of a compass to 8 points. 

• Name and locate counties and cities of 
the UK, geographical regions and 
identifying their human and physical 
characteristics 

• Discuss and compare the climate zones 
of the UK and relate this to knowledge 
of the weather in the local area. 

• Describe and understand aspects of 
human geography linked to 
settlements of differing sizes: Look at 
pictures and labelled diagrams of 
different historical settlements over 
time (e.g. Roman, Anglo-Saxon). 
Consider types of settlement and land 
use, economic activity (trade) and the 
distribution of natural resources 
(energy, food, minerals and water). 
Why did people settle there? How did 
they use the land and how has land use 
changed today? 

• Ask and respond to questions and offer 
their own ideas. 

• Collect and record evidence 

• Analyse evidence and draw conclusions 
(e.g. make comparisons between 
locations using photos, pictures, maps) 

• Build their knowledge of the UK 

• Extend use of a compass to 8 points. 

• Describe and understand key aspects 
of physical geography. 

• Describe and understand aspects of 
human geography linked to 
settlements of differing sizes. Consider 
types of settlement and land use, 
economic activity (trade) and the 
distribution of natural resources 
(energy, food, minerals and water). 
Why did people settle there? How did 
they use the land and how has land use 
changed today? 

• Ask and respond to questions and offer 
their own ideas. 

• Investigate places and themes at more 
than one scale. 

• Collect and record evidence 

• Analyse evidence and draw conclusions 
(e.g. make comparisons between 
locations using photos, pictures, maps) 

• Begin to use 8 compass points 

• Confidently use letter/number co-
ordinates on a map. 

• Identify features on aerial photos and 
extend to satellite images  

• Follow a route on a large scale map 



• Make a simple scale drawing 

• Begin to use digital mapping (e.g. 
Google Earth) 
 
 

• Begin to use 8 compass points 

• Confidently use letter/number co-
ordinates on a map. 

• Identify features on aerial photos and 
extend to satellite images  

• Begin to recognise symbols on an OS 
[Ordnance Survey] map 

• Make a simple scale drawing 

• Begin to use digital mapping (e.g. 
Google Earth) 
 

• Begin to recognise symbols on an OS 
[Ordnance Survey] map 

• Make a simple scale drawing 

• Begin to use digital mapping (e.g. 
Google Earth) 
 

 

Cross-
curricular links 
(e.g. reading, 
writing, 
maths) 

English- non-fiction texts Geography- Living in the UK & weather in 
the UK (Year 1) 
Maths- compass directions; scale and 
measurement 
History- settlers in Britain 

Geography- Where in the world? (Year 3) 
Maths- compass directions; scale and 
measurement 
Art- Birthplaces of famous European artists 

Year 5 Unit Mountains Rivers & the water cycle Europe & the Americas (mapping skills) 

Skills to be 
taught 

• Locate the world’s countries using 
maps to focus on Europe (including 
Russia) and North and South America, 
concentrating on their environmental 
regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries and major 
cities. 

• Name and locate counties and cities of 
the UK. Focus on key topographical 
features (including hills, mountains, 
coasts and rivers) and how some of 
these features have changed over time 

• Identify the main mountain ranges and 
the longest rivers in the world- 
understanding how these features may 
have changed over time. 

• Describe and understand key aspects 
of physical geography (rivers, 
mountains, and the water cycle). 

• Locate the world’s countries using 
maps to focus on Europe (including 
Russia) and North and South America, 
concentrating on their environmental 
regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries and major 
cities. 

• Name and locate counties and cities of 
the UK. Focus on key topographical 
features (including hills, mountains, 
coasts and rivers) and how some of 
these features have changed over time 

• Identify the main mountain ranges and 
the longest rivers in the world- 
understanding how these features may 
have changed over time. 

• Describe and explain the process that 
cause natural disasters (e.g. flooding/ 
tsunami) 

• Locate the world’s countries using 
maps to focus on Europe (including 
Russia) and North and South America, 
concentrating on their environmental 
regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries and major 
cities. 

• Describe and understand key aspects 
of physical geography (rivers, 
mountains, and the water cycle). 

• Begin to suggest questions for 
investigating 

• Begin to conduct investigations into 
questions using primary and secondary 
sources.  

• Analyse evidence and draw conclusions 
(e.g. compare historical maps) 

• Build their knowledge of the wider 
world 

• Use 8 compass points 



• Begin to suggest questions for 
investigating 

• Begin to conduct investigations into 
questions using primary and secondary 
sources.  

• Analyse evidence and draw conclusions 
(e.g. compare historical maps) 

• Build their knowledge of the UK and 
wider world 

• Use 8 compass points 

• Begin to use atlases to find out about 
other features of a place (e.g. find the 
wettest part of the world) 

• Use indexes and contents pages within 
an atlas 

• Use digital mapping (e.g. Google Earth) 
 

• Describe and understand key aspects 
of physical geography (rivers, 
mountains, and the water cycle). 

• Use the language of rivers (e.g. erosion, 
deposition, transportation, meander, 
mouth, source) 

• Begin to suggest questions for 
investigating 

• Begin to conduct investigations into 
questions using primary and secondary 
sources.  

• Analyse evidence and draw conclusions 
(e.g. compare historical maps) 

• Build their knowledge of the UK and 
wider world 

• Use 8 compass points 

• Begin to use atlases to find out about 
other features of a place (e.g. find the 
wettest part of the world) 

• Use indexes and contents pages within 
an atlas 

• Use digital mapping (e.g. Google Earth) 
 

• Begin to use 4 figure grid references to 
locate and describe local features. 

• Use/recognise OS map symbols 

• Follow a short route on an OS map 

• Begin to use atlases to find out about 
other features of a place (e.g. find the 
wettest part of the world) 

• Measure straight line distances on a 
plan 

• Begin to draw a variety of thematic 
maps  

• Use indexes and contents pages within 
an atlas 

• Use digital mapping (e.g. Google Earth) 
 

Cross-
curricular links 
(e.g. reading, 
writing, 
maths) 

English- non-fiction texts 
Art- landscape paintings (Year 4) 

English- non-fiction texts 
Science- Water cycle; Changes of state 
(Year 4) 
Art- landscape paintings  (Year 4) 

English- non-fiction texts 
Maths- measurement 
MFL 
Geography- mapping skills (Year 3/4) 

Year 6 Unit Brazil- Rio de Janeiro European study (Paris) Wolverhampton & the Black Country 

Skills to be 
taught 

• Identify the position and significance of 
latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, 
the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, 
Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time 
zones (including day and night) 

• Study geographical similarities and 
differences (human and physical) 

• Identify the position and significance of 
latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, 
the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, 
Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time 
zones (including day and night) 

• Study geographical similarities and 
differences (human and physical) 

• Identify the position and significance of 
latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, 
the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, 
Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time 
zones (including day and night) 

• Study geographical similarities and 
differences (human and physical) 



through a region of the UK, a region in 
a European country and a region in 
North or South America. 

• Locate major cities of the world and 
draw conclusions to similarities and 
differences. 

• Explain climates of given countries in 
the world, relating to knowledge of the 
hemispheres, Equator and the Tropics.  

• Compare aspects of human geography 
in different locations (e.g. land use, 
economic activity, trade and the 
distribution of natural resources- 
energy, food, minerals and water), e.g. 
links to Fairtrade. 

• Suggest questions for investigating 

• Conduct investigations into questions 
using primary and secondary sources.  

• Select the most appropriate map for 
different purposes. 

• Collect data using technology 

• Analyse evidence and draw conclusions 
(e.g. from field work data on land use- 
looking at patterns and explaining 
reasons behind it) 

• Be aware of own responsibility in the 
world 

• Use 8 compass points confidently and 
accurately 

• Confidently use 4 figure co-ordinates 

• Use latitude and longitude on atlas 
maps. 

• Use/recognise OS map symbols 

• Locate places on a world map 

• Use atlas symbols 

• Use scale to measure distances 

through a region of the UK, a region in 
a European country and a region in 
North or South America. 

• Locate major cities of the world and 
draw conclusions to similarities and 
differences. 

• Explain climates of given countries in 
the world, relating to knowledge of the 
hemispheres, Equator and the Tropics.  

• Compare aspects of human geography 
in different locations (e.g. land use, 
economic activity, trade and the 
distribution of natural resources- 
energy, food, minerals and water), e.g. 
links to Fairtrade. 

• Suggest questions for investigating 

• Conduct investigations into questions 
using primary and secondary sources.  

• Select the most appropriate map for 
different purposes. 

• Collect data using technology 

• Analyse evidence and draw conclusions 
(e.g. from field work data on land use- 
looking at patterns and explaining 
reasons behind it) 

• Be aware of own responsibility in the 
world 

• Use 8 compass points confidently and 
accurately 

• Confidently use 4 figure co-ordinates 

• Begin to use 6 figure grid references 

• Use latitude and longitude on atlas 
maps. 

• Use/recognise OS map symbols 

• Locate places on a world map 

• Use atlas symbols 

• Use scale to measure distances 

through a region of the UK, a region in 
a European country and a region in 
North or South America. 

• Explain climates of given countries in 
the world, relating to knowledge of the 
hemispheres, Equator and the Tropics.  

• Compare aspects of human geography 
in different locations (e.g. land use, 
economic activity, trade and the 
distribution of natural resources- 
energy, food, minerals and water), e.g. 
links to Fairtrade. 

• Suggest questions for investigating 

• Conduct investigations into questions 
using primary and secondary sources.  

• Select the most appropriate map for 
different purposes. 

• Observe, measure and record the 
human an physical features in the local 
area using a range of methods, 
including sketch maps, plans and 
graphs, and digital technologies 

• Analyse evidence and draw conclusions 
(e.g. from field work data on land use- 
looking at patterns and explaining 
reasons behind it) 

• Be aware of own responsibility in the 
world 

• Use 8 compass points confidently and 
accurately 

• Confidently use 4 figure co-ordinates 

• Begin to use 6 figure grid references 

• Use/recognise OS map symbols 

• Use atlas symbols 

• Use scale to measure distances 

• Draw a variety of thematic maps based 
on data 



• Draw a variety of thematic maps based 
on data 

• Draw/use maps and plans at a range of 
scales 

• Draw a variety of thematic maps based 
on data 

• Draw/use maps and plans at a range of 
scales 
 

• Draw/use maps and plans at a range of 
scales 

 

Cross-
curricular links 
(e.g. reading, 
writing, 
maths) 

Geography- Rainforests (Yr 3); mapping 
skills (KS2) 
English – non-fiction texts 
Maths- measurement 
Computing- Researching using the Internet 
DT- carnival makers 

Geography- mapping skills (KS2) 
English- non-fiction texts 
MFL (French) 
Computing- Researching using the Internet 
DT- French café 
Art- Henri Mattise  

History- local history study 
English- non-fiction texts 
Computing- Researching using the Internet 
DT- Wolverhampton logos 
 

 

 

 


